Puerto Rico

The Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico is located on the smallest
island by area (9,135 square
kilometers) of the Greater

Key Facts

3,972,155 Population @oos)

Antilles, situated west of the 435 Population Density (2o0s)
U.S. Virgin Islands and east of (persons per sq km)

the Dominican Republic. Puerto 721 Number of residents
Rico is comprised of one main per square kilometer

island an ral smaller on of potential coral reef
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including Vieques, Culebra,
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Mona, Desecheo, and Caja de
Muertos. Politically, Puerto 1,261,325 Households 00

Rico is divided into 78 municipios 1,418,476 Housing Units goo)
(U.S. Census Bureau county

equivalents) (see Figure 34 for
municipio boundaries). The most
populated municipios are San Juan and Bayamon in the north and Carolina
in the east. The city of San Juan is the capital of the Commonwealth, the
pnancial capital, and home to a major port and a considerable tourism
industry.

The north, east, and southwestern coastlines of Puerto Rico contain
fringing, patch and shelf-edge reef formations. Along the south side of

the island, reefs tend to surround the small islands off the coast. Fringe
reefs are most common, and shelf-edge reefs are the best developed (15).
The extent of coral reef habitat surrounding Puerto Rico is summarized in
Table 27 and illustrated in Figure 30.

Habitat Type Area (Sq Km)

Depth Curves (sq km)

18 Meter Line 2,302
180 Meter Line 5,505.9
Mapped Coral Habitat * (sq km)

Coral Reef Hardbottom 757.0
Submerged Vegetation 7215
Unconsolidated Sediment 48.9
Other Delineations 7217

Table 27. Approximate area (in square kilometers) of coral reef habitat
surrounding Puerto Rico.
Source: Rohmann et al., 2005.

Population

In 2000, the population of Puerto Rico reached 3,808,610 people; in 2008,
it is estimated to be 3,972,155 (35, 49). From 1970 to 2008, the population
increased by over 1,248,006 people. The municipios showing the greatest
population increases were Bayamon, Carolina, and Toa Alta, all of which
surround San Juan Municipio. San Juan Municipio actually saw a decrease

in population during this time period, dropping by over 38,000 people.
The greatest rate of growth was seen in Florida and Canovanas Municipios,
growing by 8,858% and 5,923% respectively (49). Both Florida and
Canovanas became municipios in 1970 and 1971, respectively, with newly
depned borders and populations residing within these borders.

By 2015, the population is expected to grow by 167,722 people. Toa
Alta Municipio, located directly west of Bayamon, is expected to show
the greatest increase, with approximately 20,000 more people. San Juan
Municipio is expected once again to decline in population (8,500 people)
(49). Figure 31 presents this expected change by municipio.

In 2008, the overall population density was estimated to be 435 persons per
square kilometer. The most densely populated municipio was San Juan with
3,448 persons per square kilometer. The second-most densely populated
municipio was Catano with a density of 2,017 persons per square kilometer
(49). Catano is located across Bahia de San Juan from San Juan. Figure 30
shows population centers in relation to adjacent coral reef habitats.

Aerial view of San Juan.
Credit: NOAA Ofpce of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management
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Figure 30. Population of Puerto Rico by U.S. Census counties (municipios) adjacent to coral reef habitat. The population markers are shown at the center of each municipio and should not be
interpreted as exactly where population resides.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000; Rohmann et al., 2005.
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Figure 31. Expected population change in Puerto Rico from 2008 to 2015 by municipio (U.S. Census Bureau county equivalent).

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000.
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